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brought up under conditions which would compensate them for the
lack of parental care. These children included those maintained
by local authorities under the Poor Law Act of 1930, evacuated
children who for some reason were unable to return home,1 chil-
dren brought before the courts as delinquents or in need of special
care and protection, children cared for by voluntary organisations,
those maintained by foster-parents, adopted children, handicapped
children educated away from home, those orphaned by the war,
and mentally defective children. Altogether, these classes included
124,900 children.
The Clyde Committee conducted a similar inquiry for Scotland.
The recommendations of the two committees were included hi the
Children Act of 1948. The Act lays upon the councils of counties
and county boroughs in England and Wales, and of counties and
large burghs hi Scotland, the statutory duty of caring for every
child under seventeen without parents or guardians, or who has
been abandoned or lost, or whose parents are unable to provide
for his upbringing. By making provision for children formerly
dealt with under the Poor Law, the Act was complementary to
the National Assistance Act, which proposed the abolition of the
Poor Law and formed part of the new social legislation which came
into operation from 5th July 1948. Each local authority is required
to appoint a Children's Committee and an approved officer to carry
out the functions which devolve upon the committee. The local
authority should provide for a child in their care by boarding him
out with foster-parents or, where this is not practicable or desirable,
by accommodating him in a home provided under the Act or in a
voluntary home. Local authorities are empowered to provide
children's homes in which there will be the necessary facilities for
the observation of the physical and mental condition of the children.
Regulations governing the conduct of homes are made by the
Home Secretary. The person in charge of a home, unless suitably
qualified, must be approved by the Home Secretary. Already a
course of one year has been arranged at universities to prepare
sixty young women as supervisors, and one hundred women have
been selected for training as house mothers. Local authorities are
also empowered to open hostels for young persons between fifteen
and twenty-one who are or have been in the care of a localauthority.
1 On 31st-March 1946 there remained in the reception areas 5,200 children
unable to return home. Some were orphans; others had a parent or parents
who could not provide a home for them.